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Reply to Office Action Issued October 26, 2007 



Dear Sir: 



Claims 1-19 and 21-23 are pending in the instant application. The Examiner has 
concluded that restriction to one of the following three groups is necessary: 



I. Claims 1-8, 17-19 and 21, drawn to a film-shaped mucoadhesive 

composition containing a cannabis agent, 
n. Claims 9, 11, 12 and 22, drawn to a method for treating conditions of 

pain by administering said composition. 
III. Claims 10 and 23-25, drawn to a method for treating conditions of pain 

by administering a composition containing a cannabinoid agent. 



1 



rV. Claims 13, 16, 26 and 33, drawn to a medicinal product comprising a 
film-shaped, mucoadhesive administration form containing a cannabis 
agent. 

V. Claims 14, 15, 27 and 28, drawn to a medicinal product that is a film- 
shaped, mucoadhesive administration form containing a cannabinoid 

agent. 

VL Claims 29-32, drawn to a polymer matrix-based, film-shaped, 

mucoadhesive administration reservoir form containing a cannabis 
agent. 

The Examiner explains in the Office action that the claims do not relate to a single 
general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13,2, they lack 
the same or corresponding special technical features since U.S. Patent No. 5,989,535 
(Nayak) teaches a mucoadhesive sustained release composition (claim 1) wherein the 
drug to be delivered can be dronabinol (e.g., tetrahydrocannabinol), an anti-emetic drug 
(column 4, line 50). 

As explained in the Office action (page 3), the Examiner is requiring restriction 
between the product and process claims. Consequently, the Examiner concludes that the 
groups are not so linked as to form a single general concept under PCT Rule 13.1 or have 
corresponding special technical features under PCT Rule 13.2, and therefore the claims 
lack unity of invention. 

The Applicant hereby elects the claims of Group I (which consist of claims 1-8, 
17-19 and 21, drawn to a film-shaped mucoadhesive composition containing a cannabis 
agent) for fiuther prosecution on the merits thereof. However, the Applicant respectfully 
objects to the instant restriction requirement, with traverse. 

As noted above, the Examiner states that there is no special technical feature since 
Nayak '535 teaches a mucoadhesive sustained release composition (claim 1 of Nayak 



'535) wherein the drug to be delivered can be dronabinol (e.g., tetrahydrocannabinol), an 
anti-emetic drug (col. 4, line 50). However, the Applicant respectfully submits that 
Nayak '535 fails to teach a film-shaped administration form, but rather only teaches 
emulsions, suspensions and the like (e.g., col. 2, lines 1-6; Examples). In addition, Nayak 
'535 fails to teach "cannabis extract" or "cannabis oil" as set forth in present independent 
claim 1 (and in the other pending independent claims of the present application). 
Therefore, Nayak '535 does not disclose all the special features of the present invention 
and it is therefore respectfully submitted that the present claims are linked by a single 
inventive concept according to PCT Rule 13.1. 

The Examiner is invited to call the undersigned if there are any remaining issues 
to be discussed which could expedite the prosecution of the present application. 
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